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Dear families, friends and Paratroopers of The ROCK – During the last 90 days The ROCK 
continues to perform magnificently and we want to take this time to highlight just some of 
the accomplishments of our paratroopers.    
     During the month of January we focused almost exclusively on training and testing all of 
our Infantry paratroopers on the Expert Infantry Badge (EIB).  The test takes place over 
three days and tests an individual on 33 basic individual skills that all Infantrymen, regard-
less of rank or position should be proficient in.  The test is extremely detail oriented and 
only our best Infantrymen successfully test for and receive the EIB.   

     All of the companies conducted pre-training for their men to ensure that certain pre-requisites were met prior to 
testing; these included the Army Physical Fitness Test, successful completion of a land navigation course, a 12 mile 
footmarch with rucksack in under three hours, and an expert qualification on their weapon.  On test day 124 ROCK 
paratroopers started and on day three 42 met the tough standards earning the right to wear their EIB.  Of the 42 
who met the standards 15 tested without receiving a single No-Go; they were perfect.  Average Army units achieve a 
20% Go Rate, but the men of The ROCK exceeded the Army standard and received a 34% success rate. 
     We conducted another airborne week, further honing our ability to plan and execute airborne operations.  We 
sent our best officers and NCOs to the Jumpmaster Course, which allows us to train key leaders to safely lead and 
execute airborne operations.  The Jumpmaster Course is also very challenging and only 50% of those who attend the 
course successfully complete it.  We sent 24 men to the course and 14 of them met the standards and graduated, a 
58% success rate.  This is key to our future training in April and June when we will execute mass tactical airborne 
operations with combat equipment at night. 
     We sent other leaders to Pathfinder School, the Emergency Medical Technician Course, the Infantry Mortar Leader 
Course, Driver’s Training, Combatives Level II and Level III courses, and we continue to send interested paratroop-
ers to Ranger School.  The battalion is in great shape with all of our newly trained Pathfinders (5), EMTs (15), and 
Rangers (4).  We also sent six first sergeants or future first sergeants to the US Army First Sergeant’s Course; dis-
tance learning training from Ft Bliss, Texas. 
     By far, the best thing that we did this quarter was to deploy the entire battalion to Monte Romano, Italy in order 
to conduct a Mortar Evaluation, marksmanship training, a Machine Gun Leaders Course, Squad Live Fires, Mounted 
Section Live Fires, and battlestaff training.  Monte Romano is an Italian training area just north of Rome and unlike 
the training areas in Germany or the US does not have any existing qualification or live fire ranges.  The companies 
and battalion built everything from scratch in order to meet our training objectives, which was an enormous under-
taking. 
     At the end of our two week training density The ROCK shot over 250,000 rounds of ammunition; drove over 
6,000 kms between Monte Romano, Camp Darby, Aviano, and Vicenza; trained our new battlestaff on command and 
control and tactical operations center tasks; and achieved every single company and battalion training objective.  We 
accomplished all of this without any training accidents or incidents.  This was a great training event that allowed us 
to take the entire battalion out and focus on the collective skills expected of us when we deploy at the end of the 
year. 
     There were also some changes of command in the battalion.  CPT Chris Rowe relinquished command of Destined 
Company to CPT Ryan Turner; CPT Devin George relinquished command of Chosen Company to CPT Rowe; CPT Matt 
Sweeney and 1SG Christopher Turk assumed command and responsibility for Fusion Company; and CPT Dave Nelson 
relinquished command of Able Company to CPT Joe Snowden.  We wish the best of luck to CPT George and CPT Nel-
son (and his family) as they PCS to Fort Benning and Dahlonega, Georgia respectively.  They both did a phenomenal 
job leading, training, and caring for our paratroopers.  The new commanders and the first sergeant are more than 
capable of leading our men and women and undoubtedly will do an incredible job. 
    ROCK 07 and I set a high standard while at Monte Romano when we participated in the Destined Company Stress 
Shoot.  It seems that Destined needed some motivation for their grueling buddy team stress shoot.  We had the 
overall high score of the morning (the live fire measured marksmanship accuracy and overall time) and it gave the 
remaining teams some motivation to try and beat the two “old guys.”  Many tried (and failed) to exceed our score.  
We would like to point out that SGT Ochoa, SGT Sandberg, SSG Tobias, and SGT Talley did beat us; we came in 
third place. 
     We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the ladies of 2-503 for all that they do for our paratroopers, the ROCK, their 
families, and their husbands.  Without them working, volunteering, single parenting, and pitching in at Caserma Ed-
erle much of what we do would not be possible.  A bunch of wives supported our paratroopers during EIB by provid-
ing food and drinks at the test site so they would not have to depart the test site to eat lunch. 
     We could not be more impressed with the men, women, and families in The ROCK.  Our nation asks so much of 
them and the humbly meet and exceed every single, challenging expectation.  
 
      Sky Soldiers!  The ROCK! 
 
//ROCK 07//    //ROCK 06// 
LYLE WOMACK    WILLIAM J. BUTLER 
CSM, USA    Lieutenant Colonel, Infantry 
Command Sergeant Major  Commanding  

2D Battalion (Airborne) 503d Infantry 
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